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Supplemental Information
SUPPLEMENT 1: ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION ABOUT THE LARGER
RESEARCH CONTEXT
This longitudinal study was initiated by
using data from patients enrolled in the
control arm of a multifactorial, interdisciplinary intervention trial (which
was approved by the University of
Pennsylvania). This larger study targeted
several health behaviors potentially relevant to HPV and other vaccination.
At study entry for this trial, all participants were given general study information. For example, they were told
about study beneﬁts/risks and the purpose of the study, which was described
broadly as learning more about adolescent health. Those in the control arm
were then tracked over time without
any educational or other type of intervention. By contrast, those in the
experimental arm received several
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types of time-intensive interpersonal
and mass-mediated interventions designed to collectively change several
possibly inﬂuential factors, such as selfefﬁcacy, attitudes, and knowledge regarding each behavior of interest.
The trial was conducted in Philadelphia
neighborhoods (located within 5 metropolitan areas) selected on the basis of
population homogeneity in West and
North Philadelphia. To minimize contamination of the control group by
participants receiving the intervention,
random assignment to the trial arms
occurred at the neighborhood level. For
the same reason, neighborhoods were
selected that did not share borders.
Research assistants recruited populations of equal size to the experimental and control arms.
Recruitment for the trial was focused in
sites with concentrated numbers of the

target populations, including recreation centers, community centers within
Philadelphia Housing Authority housing
projects,churches,libraries,pools,parks,
and day care centers. Study staff also
recruited from neighborhood events. In
addition, during the school year, study
staff recruited outside of neighborhood
middle and high schools.
Recruitment was conducted in person
and also relied on printed media (eg,
ﬂyers). In-person recruitment included
3 to 5 recruiters working in each
neighborhood for 3 to 4 hours, 3 to
5 days weekly. In total, research assistants recruited from .30 public neighborhood venues. Nonparticipation for
the larger trial is difﬁcult to estimate
given the inclusion of mass-mediated
recruitment methods. However, among
those approached in person, agreement to participate was .65%.
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