for Risk on Nutritional Status and Growth [STRONGkids],
Screening Tool for the Assessment of Malnutrition in Paediatrics [STAMP], and Paediatric Yorkhill Malnutrition
Score [PYMS]) to children admitted to a tertiary children’s
hospital in Iran. The goal of this study was to evaluate the
nutritional status of hospitalized children in a tertiary pediatric hospital in Mashhad, Iran, and to compare the validity,
ease of use, and the varying prevalence of malnutrition according to these 3 nutritional risk screening tools.
METHODS: Three nutritional risk score tools were applied to
all patients, and patients were then classiﬁed into low-,
medium-, and high-risk groups. The anthropometry of
hospitalized children was determined and classiﬁed by
using standard criteria. The validity and the ease of use
of the tools were assessed.
RESULTS: Of the children classiﬁed, 30.6% were found to be

undernourished based on their weight-for-height z score, and
the prevalence of moderate and severe malnutrition was
22.8% according to height for age. PYMS identiﬁed 23.5% in
the medium-risk group and 52.2% in the high-risk group.
STAMP identiﬁed 20.9% in the medium-risk group and
69.6% in the high-risk group. STRONGkids classiﬁed 71.3%
of children as medium risk and 7.8% as high risk. STAMP
detected more malnourished children (21 of 21) compared
with PYMS (20 of 21) and STRONGkids (17 of 21).
CONCLUSIONS: Nutritional risk screening tools were able to

detect children at a higher risk of nutrition deterioration;
however, variable utility was observed. Further assessment of NRS tools in developing countries is required. In
these countries, PYMS was the most reliable tool.
URL: www.pediatrics.org/cgi/doi/10.1542/peds.2014–3330Z
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Evaluating Quality of Life and Psychiatric
Comorbidity in Children and Adolescents With
Constipation (With or Without Fecal
Incontinence) and Comparison With Healthy
Counterparts
BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: Constipation is one of the most

common gastrointestinal problems among children. The

behavioral and psychological problems associated with
chronic constipation include a wide range of disorders
that reduce quality of life. The objectives were to evaluate
psychiatric disorders and quality of life in children and
adolescents with constipation.
METHODS: In a case–control clinical trial, 55 children and

adolescents with functional constipation and 55 without
constipation were assigned to case and control groups, respectively. After taking the medical history and physical examination, we provided 3 questionnaires to parents, children,
and adolescents: a demographic questionnaire, a pediatric
quality of life questionnaire, and a strengths and difﬁculties
questionnaire (SDQ). Collected data were coded and analyzed with SPSS (IBM SPSS Statistics, IBM Corporation).
RESULTS: The mean child self-reported and parent proxy–

reported scores on the quality of life questionnaire were
54.67 6 3.9 and 49.86 6 3.2 for the case group and 63.26 6
4 and 66.09 6 3.4 for the control group. Only the parentreported quality of life score was statistically different between case and control patients (P 5 .014). The emotional
performance quality of life score was statistically different
on both self-reported (P 5 .016) and parent-reported
(P 5 .024) questionnaires. The total SDQ score was abnormal for 93% and 83% of case and control participants,
respectively, which was an insigniﬁcant difference (P 5
.631). There was no statistically signiﬁcant difference in
SDQ subgroups and impact scores between the 2 groups.
CONCLUSIONS: Quality of life and emotional performance

are impaired in children with functional constipation, and
they should be screened for consequent disorders. Referring at-risk patients to related specialists might improve
treatment and help control constipation.
URL: www.pediatrics.org/cgi/doi/10.1542/peds.2014–3330AA
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A Questionnaire-Based Survey Exploring
Parental Safety Practices and the Impact of
a County-Wide Safety Campaign During UK
Child Safety Week 2014
BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE: Unintentional childhood injury
is a major public health problem associated with signiﬁcant
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mortality. In Gloucestershire there have been a number of
fatal accidents among children related to heavy furniture,
blind cords, and diaper bags as well as potentially harmful
practices such as cosleeping. Over the last few decades,
UK injury prevention programs have halved the number of childhood accidental deaths. There is evidence
that community-based campaigns bring about positive
behavioral change and can reduce the number of injuries necessitating medical attention. The objective was
to explore carer awareness of 4 speciﬁc hazards (diaper
bags, cord blinds, cosleeping, and heavy furniture)
linked to pediatric deaths in the region through the
use of questionnaires and a standardized educational
poster display.
METHODS: A standardized safety awareness poster board
was designed with approved charity leaﬂets, supported by
local council funding. Six hundred poster packs were
distributed to public centers across the county. A service
evaluation questionnaire was offered to carers or parents
of children attending the Children’s Center of Gloucestershire Royal Hospital during Child Safety Week. It
explored their current safety practices and their thoughts
on the usefulness and impact of the poster campaign.
The survey was approved by the Trust Research Board
and did not need ethical approval.
RESULTS: We obtained 103 questionnaire responses over
5 days, 96% of which were from parents. Almost a quarter
of respondents were unaware of accidental deaths relating
to diaper bags, although most (82%) kept them out of
children’s reach. Of the 57 respondents who had cord
blinds at home, 26% did not have a safety device attached.
Despite prominent national campaigns discouraging
cosleeping, 42% of all respondents stated they had slept in
the same bed as their children when they were ,1 year
old. Two-thirds (67%) of respondents reported having secure ﬁxtures in place in their home. Many parents stated
they were aware of the hazards highlighted (average 1–10
scale rating, 8.2), and had found the campaign useful (average 1–10 scale rating, 7.3). However, carers perceived
the potential to alter current practices as negligible (average 1–10 scale rating, 5.3).
CONCLUSIONS: A poster campaign highlighting hazards im-

plicated in local deaths is deemed useful by parents, but
the perceived impact of changing home safety practices
is negligible. Additional work through the use of focus
groups and parental communication is needed to identify how best to promote safety practices for future campaigns.
URL: www.pediatrics.org/cgi/doi/10.1542/peds.2014–3330BB
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Evaluation of Clinical Features of 238 Cases With
Febrile Convulsion
BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE: Febrile convulsion (FC) is deﬁned as a seizure triggered by fever in children between
6 months and 5 years of age without an underlying
central nervous system infection. It is the most common
cause of convulsion in childhood, and 3% to 4% of children experience FC at least once by 7 years of age. The
objective was to evaluate clinical features, including demographics, laboratory ﬁndings, causes of fever, and
FC duration among inpatients diagnosed and treated
for FC.
METHODS: A total of 238 patients with the diagnosis of FC
between May 2009 and May 2012 were included in the
study. Demographic, clinical, and laboratory data of the
patients were analyzed.
RESULTS: One hundred thirty-nine patients (58.5%) were
male and 99 (41.5%) were female, for a male/female ratio of 1.4. Mean age of patients admitted with a ﬁrst
FC was 2.2 6 1.1 years. The mean temperature measured rectally during the seizure was 38.7°C 6 0.5°C.
Febrile convulsion was diagnosed as simple type in 198
(83.2%) and complex type in 40 (16.8%) of patients.
Thirty-three (13.8%) patients developed a second seizure within 24 hours. Median convulsion duration was
2 minutes (range, 1–5). The most common fever etiology was upper respiratory tract infection, occurring in
131 (55%) cases.
CONCLUSIONS: Benign conditions, such as upper respiratory

tract infections, are common causes of FC. A conservative
approach is most appropriate in these cases.
URL: www.pediatrics.org/cgi/doi/10.1542/peds.2014–3330CC
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Trends in Nonpolio Acute Flaccid Paralysis
Incidence in India 2000 to 2013
BACKGROUND: Although the incidence of polio acute ﬂaccid
paralysis (AFP) has decreased in India, the nonpolio AFP
(NPAFP) rate has increased. Nationwide, the NPAFP rate
is 11.82 per 100 000 population, whereas the expected rate
is 1 to 2 per 100 000 population. We examined the
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