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Reaffirmation: Responding to Parents Who Refuse
Immunization for Their Children

In November 2012, the American Academy of Pediatrics reaffirmed the
following publication: Diekema DS; American Academy of Pediatrics,
Committee on Bioethics. Responding to parents who refuse immunization
for their children. Pediatrics. 2005;115(5):1428–1431. The reaffirmation
includes 1 change in wording, as follows: In the section “Responding to
Parents Who Refuse Immunization for Their Children,” sixth paragraph,
the fifth sentence should read “In general, pediatricians should en-
deavor not to discharge patients from their practices solely because
a parent refuses to immunize a child.”

This document is copyrighted and is property of the American
Academy of Pediatrics and its Board of Directors. All authors
have filed conflict of interest statements with the American
Academy of Pediatrics. Any conflicts have been resolved through
a process approved by the Board of Directors. The American
Academy of Pediatrics has neither solicited nor accepted any
commercial involvement in the development of the content of
this publication.

The guidance in this report does not indicate an exclusive
course of treatment or serve as a standard of medical care.
Variations, taking into account individual circumstances, may be
appropriate.
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